SACRED HEART CHURCH ♥ SAINT MARY CHURCH

January 1ST 2022

ALTOONA, PENNSYLVANIA 16602
Sacred Heart Rectory: 511 20TH STREET
Saint Mary Rectory: 1401 5TH AVENUE
Telephone: 814-943-8553
Telephone: 814-942-2416
Fax: 814-943-1556
FAX: 814-944-5049
Sacred Heart Email: sacredheartaltoona@dioceseaj.org
Saint Mary Email: stmaryaltoona@dioceseaj.org
Website: www.sacredheartaltoona.org
Website: http://stmaryschurchaltoona.wixsite.com/
Sacred Heart Formation Center: 814-944-3922
saintmarys
Sacred Heart Food Pantry: 814-943-4529
DIRECTORY OF PARISH STAFF
Rev. Ľubomír J. Strečok, Pastor of Sacred Heart and Administrator of Saint Mary
Kellie Rivera, Sacred Heart Parish Secretary
Anita Wavrek, Saint Mary Parish Secretary
Joel Caracciolo, Sacred Heart Parish Council Chairperson
Joseph Eckels, Saint Mary Finance Council Chairperson
James Rokosky Sacred Heart Finance Council Chairperson
Debbie Bartley, Saint Mary Director of Religious Education
Judy Wahl, Sacred Heart Director of Religious Education
Jim Mock, Saint Mary Director of Christian Initiation
Patrick Dorman, Sacred Heart Choir Director
Terry Carnicella, Saint Mary Choir Director
Terry Carnicella, Jean Ann Mitchell, Karen Koehle, Mary Villani, Organists
CELEBRATIONS OF THE EUCHARIST
Saturday Vigil Masses: 4:00 p.m. (Saint Mary) 5:30 p.m. (Sacred Heart)
Sunday Masses: 8:00 a.m. (Saint Mary) 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon (Sacred Heart)
Weekday Masses: Monday-Friday: 7:45 a.m. (Sacred Heart)
CELEBRATIONS OF THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confessions)
Saturday: 12:30 p.m. (Sacred Heart)
Saturday: 3:00 p.m.(Saint Mary)
or by appointment
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK: You are encouraged to notify the rectory as soon as there is a serious illness.
You are also asked to notify the rectory when a relative is admitted to a hospital or nursing home.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism for Infants normally takes place during a weekend celebration of the
Eucharist or on Sundays at 1:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart or 9:00 a.m. at Saint Mary. For the baptism of their first child, parents are
expected to attend a baptismal session with Fr. Ľubomír. Please call the rectory office for an appointment. Godparents for infants must
be at least 16 years of age, confirmed, and regularly practicing the faith with a freedom to receive the Eucharist. Sponsor certificate
for Godparents is necessary and can be obtained from their parish office of their current Church of registration.
CHRISTIAN INITIATION: Anyone interested in becoming a member of the Catholic Church should contact a member of the parish
staff.
SACRAMENT OF HOLY MATRIMONY: Please call the Pastor nine months in advance to make arrangements for instruction and
planning the marriage ceremony.
FOOD PANTRY: The Sacred Heart Food Pantry will be open on Wednesdays from 10:00 a.m. until 1:45 p.m.
REGISTRATION OF PARISHIONERS: We are always happy to welcome new parishioners to Sacred Heart Parish and Saint
Mary Parish. Please introduce yourself to a member of the parish staff and register at the rectory. Registration, the practice of
stewardship, and regular participation in the Eucharist indicate that a person is an active member of the parish and is eligible to act as
a godparent or sponsor. As a Church community seeking to be faith-filled disciples and good stewards, the sacrifice of our time, talent
and treasure is essential for the common good.

SACRED HEART CHURCH ♥ SAINT MARY CHURCH
MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 31st, St. Sylvester l, Pope
4:00 p.m. (SM) Lillian Hallinan (Gary & Janet Roesch)
5:30 p.m. (SH) Ted & Marcella Adams (Children)
Sunday, January 1st, Mary, The Holy Mother of God
8:00 a.m. (SM) Trudy Keller (Tom & Patricia Foor)
10:00 a.m. (SH) Catherine Newton (Costlow Family)
12:00 p.m. (SH) ) Pro Populo (Living and Deceased members of
Sacred Heart and Saint Mary’s Parishes
Monday, January 2nd, Sts. Basil and Gregory Nazianzen
7:45 a.m. (SH) Barbara Adams (Gary &Janet Roesch)
Tuesday, January 3rd, The Most Holy Name Of Jesus
7:45 a.m. (SH) Marie McCloud (Sons & Daughters)
Wednesday, January 4th, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
7:45 a.m. (SH) Frank Naperkoski (Dave & Mary Villani)
Thursday, January 5th, St. John Neumann
7:45 a.m. (SH) Hannah Wilkin (Gary & Jen Myrick)
1st Friday, January 6th, St. Andre Bessette
7:45 a.m. (SH) Dennis Anna (Family)
11:30 a.m. (SH) Rev. Father Henry Zapotocki (Clark & Cathy
Saturday, January 7th St. Raymond
4:00 p.m. (SM) Emelia Lightner ( The Winkler Family)
5:30 p.m. (SH) Hannah Wilkin (Bill & Deborah Aigner)
Sunday, January , The Epiphany Of The Lord
8:00 a.m. (SM) Tony Gioiosa (Elsie Flick Family)
10:00 a.m. (SH) Jan Mills (Friends)
12:00 p.m. (SH) ) Pro Populo (Living and Deceased members of
Sacred Heart and Saint Mary’s Parishes

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar
The gospel tells us “Mary kept all these things, pondering them in
her heart.” We would do well to imitate Mary in our New Year’s
resolution. Instead of criticizing let’s “keep it in our hearts.” Criticism isn’t productive or well received anyway!

ALTOONA, PA
Weekly Collection at Sacred Heart, December 18th, 2022
Envelopes
$3,438.00
Loose Change
$106.00
Total
$3,544.00
Weekly Collection at Saint Mary, December 18th, 2022
Envelopes
$3,944.00
Loose Change
$50.00
Total
$3,994.00

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP REFELECTIONS
Listen. Think. Act.
That is a mantra or slogan for many different groups. Some seek to
battle prejudice and bias. Other groups hope to eliminate poverty
or reduce crime. I have even found some companies use it as a way
of increasing engagement among their employees. In a nutshell, it
is about taking in what you have heard and then reflecting on it
before you act. The most fruitful actions are those that take place
after careful reflection.
This is an important thing to remember for those trying to live a
stewardship way of life. If we are honest with ourselves, too often
most of us jump to conclusions too quickly or act in ways that
cause friction because we didn’t really think about the consequences of our actions. We are moving too fast in a world that
seems to be moving ever faster.
When the shepherds came to visit Jesus, the newborn King, they
told Mary everything that the angels had told them. Luke tells us
that after hearing all this, she “kept all these things, reflecting on
them in her heart.” No response. No panic. No action. Her reflection was the appropriate response.
In this New Year, you and I would do well to remember this Gospel account of Mary, the Mother of God. Let us resolve to listen
more, reflect often, and then act accordingly. We are called to use
our gifts wisely, sowing them in good soil. If we just throw them
out, allowing them to simply fall wherever they may, have we
really used them for God’s glory? We need to listen. Think. Then
act.

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES SCHEDULE
FOR JANUARY 7TH AND JANUARY 8TH
TIME and
LOCATION

Altar Servers

Lectors

Extraordinary Ministers
of Holy Communion

Organist/Cantor

Saturday 4:00 p.m.
Saint Mary’s

Volunteer

Carolyn Becker

Helen Schmitt

Jean Ann Mitchell

Saturday 5:30 p.m.
Sacred Heart

Clair Servello

Theresa Adams

Dennis Greiner

Karen Koehle
Patrick Dorman

Sunday 8:00 a.m.
Saint Mary’s

Gabriella Sparacino
Lydia Wise

Tina Johnston

Dee Bradford

Terry Carnicella

Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Sacred Heart

Jacqueline Bevan
Harry Bevan

Lynn Nagle
Matthew Drumm

Patty Wolf

Mary Villani
Betsy Chilcote

Sunday 12:00 p.m.
Sacred Heart

Jack Compton
Vivienne Compton
Traxton Smith

Keri Condron

Jim Imler

Mary Villani
Paula Imler

MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
PRO-LIFE CORNER…Abortion is the deliberate destruction of a living human being. Help stop this holocaust – join
pro-life today.

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
FROM BISHOP MARK
“The early Christians did not say in dismay,
“Look what the world has come to,” but in delight, “Look what has come to the world.” The
early Christians saw not merely the ruin, but the Resource for the
reconstruction of that ruin. They saw not merely that sin did
abound, but that grace did much more abound. On that assurance
the pivot of history swung from blank despair, loss of moral nerve,
and fatalism, to faith and confidence that at last sin had met its
match.”
Those words were written by Methodist missionary E. Stanley
Jones during the upheaval of World War II in which tens of millions of military and civilians were killed, and even more were
wounded. During this past year, we have witnessed the deaths and
ruin that have taken place in Ukraine. It’s been a time when people
have revived that expression, “Look what the world has come to.”
As we gather in our churches and in our homes with friends and
family, the voice of the angels in Bethlehem remind us to “look
what has come to the world.” The story of the birth of Christ includes elements of the negative experiences of life. Ask a pregnant
mother how awful it was for the Blessed Virgin Mary to travel to
Bethlehem on a donkey! And how about the frustration of arriving
only to find the hotel is overbooked and there are no rooms available, or going to your favorite restaurant and being turned away
because a large group arrived ahead of you!
Those experiences can lead us to cynicism and anger which ruin
our expectation for a Merry Christmas. That’s where Rev. Stanley
Jones’ friendly reminder can be of help. The early Christians he
speaks about are those who witnessed or heard of Christ’s death
and who were told he had been raised from the dead and ascended
to the Father in heaven. But they did not despair! How is that?
They constantly reminded and encouraged each other with the
words, “Look what has come to the world.” In the last words of
Christ before he returned to the Father in heaven, Jesus told them
and he tells us: “I am with you always, until the end of the
world” (Matthew 28:20). During the season of Advent our prayer
is: “Come Lord Jesus.” It is an awesome prayer of joyful hope. It is
a prayer that was heard and answered for shepherds and wise men
in the Christmas story. It is a prayer that changes our hearts from
complaining “Look what the world has to come to,” into “Look
what has come into the world!”
In our celebration of the Birth of Christ this year, remember how
E. Stanley Jones described this essential truth: “The early Christians saw not merely the ruin, but the Resource for the reconstruction of that ruin. They saw not merely that sin did abound, but that
grace did much more abound. On that assurance the pivot of history swung from blank despair, loss of moral nerve, and fatalism,
to faith and confidence that at last sin had met its match.”
The darkness of world events and our own personal headaches
and heartaches will not be outdone by the strength, hope, and joy
that comes from the one who has come into the world to bring us
hope, strength, and peace. With prayers for you and your loved
ones at Christmas and in the coming New Year.
Bishop Mark

JANUARY 1ST, 2022
SAINT MARY PRAYER CHAIN: Please call the St. Mary’s
Rectory at 814-942-2416.
SAINT MARY CANDLE MEMORIAL: The Altar Candles and
Sanctuary Lamp will burn the week of January 1st in Loving memory of Tony Gioiosa from Wife Louise.

PLEASE PRAY FOR... Mark Blackie, Rod Baronner, Dan
Bauer, John Belin, Damian Branas, Vince Bumann, Jack
Chilcote, Karen Claar, Carol Clemens, Brandon Conaway,
Shirley Conlon, Denise Conrad, James Conrad, Kathy Corl, William Costlow, Bob Decker, John Delin, Joan Donnelly, Matt
Dorman, Amelia Doughurty, Lois Duncan, Thomas Duncan, Sam
Dunio, Ruth Ann Frederick, Herman Frederick, Shane Gladfelter,
Phyllis Hartman, Phyllis Hauser, Ralph Hildebrand, Lucy Horton,
Austin Judy, Kenny Anthony Keagy, Sue Koehle, John Leshene,
Janet Lego, Beth Lloyd, Cindy Lytle, Ed McConnell, Chad
McDowell, Charles McGrain, Bev Mueller, Bonnie Neal, Kevin
O'Rourke, Bill Orr, Karen Pacifico, Gail Pearson, Alice Pielmeier,
Sarah Rihnovich, Patti Robinson, Brian Sherbin, Hank Sherbin,
Laura Snyder, Cheryl Swain, Margo Wascher.
SACRED HEART FOOD PANTRY Our sincere appreciation
for the generous THANKSGIVING donation of food items for our
pantry and the monetary donations needed to operate it. A special
thank you to ALL CCD students who brought in needed items. Our
gratitude is also extended to Fr. Lubo, all of our volunteers, and all
parish staff for their dedication throughout the year.
Wishing all a blessed New Year!
LOTTERY TICKETS St. Mary’s Camp will be holding a lottery
calendar fund raiser for the month of February 2023. Tickets are
$20.00 and give you two numbers. The winner will be based on
the 7:00pm Pa Lottery Pick 3. Prizes are $100.00 daily, $225.00
on Saturdays and $500.00 on Sundays. Tickets can be purchased
from any Camp Committee member, scout or at the St. Mary's
Rectory. All proceeds benefit St. Mary's Camp.
BABY BOTTLES Sacred Heart is helping support ELM, a pregnancy & family support center, located in Tyrone & serving Blair
& Cambria counties. ELM offers free pregnancy testing, ultrasounds, consultations while addressing the whole family with their
needs. Members of Sacred Heart will pass out baby bottles to take
home & fill with loose change the weekend of January 7th and 8th
2023. The baby bottles can be returned to Sacred Heart Church the
weekend of February 18th & 19th. A basket will be in the back of
the church. Thank you for your support. Any questions call MaryCatherine Mcgregor 814 942 2763.
ECHOS OF A POLISH CHRISTMAS All Saints Parish in Boswell will host their annual singing of Polish Christmas Carols
(known as Kolędy) on Sunday January 8nd at 2:00 PM at their
church in Boswell (325 Quemahoning Street). Following the singing of hymns by the parish’s Polish choir, there will be Benediction
of the Blessed Sacrament as well as refreshments. Kolędy help to
capture some of the finest sentiments, values, and emotions of the
Polish religious, national, and artistic heritage. Polish Christmas
customs are very rich; whether you are Polish or not, please come
and experience these time honored hymns celebrating the birth of
Christ.

GOSPEL MEDITATION
January 1st, 2022

Mary, The Holy Mother of God
We hide ourselves and our secrets from God
because we are afraid. Even Mary can seem
too perfect to approach. The shepherds find
the strength to speak to Mary and Joseph at the
moment they see the child in the manger. They
open their hearts and share what they’ve experienced. Saint Luke writes of the shepherds,
“When they saw this, they made known the
message that had been told them about this
child.”
When I was a college student, I visited
Rome. Beggars often approached and said,
“Mangia? Mangia?” I didn’t speak Italian and
thought, “Why are they speaking about the
Christmas nativity scene?” My friend said,
“Mangia means eat. They’re hungry.” That’s
when I realized more deeply than ever before
that Mary puts her baby in a place designed for
hungry animals to eat.
See that baby in the manger in your heart.
Imagine Mary kneeling nearby looking at you
with love. She doesn’t cling to God for herself.
In that cave, from the beginning, she quietly
offers her son to hungry souls. The manger
means vulnerable self-offering love. That’s the
sign. This week that same manger opens our
hearts to tell Mary about our lives, too.— Father John Muir

All the faithful of the Altoona-Johnstown Diocese are invited to
our outdoor Masses every Sunday evening at 7 PM at the beautiful Shrine of Our Lady of the Alleghenies. The first Mass of the
season will be celebrated May 29th! Outdoor Masses will continue through Labor Day weekend- September 4, 2022. Please
bring a lawn chair. In the event of inclement weather, the Mass
will be celebrated in the Basilica of St. Michael the Archangel.

1st Saturday, December 31st
12:30 p.m. Confessions (SH)
3:00 p.m. Confessions (SM)
3:15 p.m. First Saturday Fatima Devotion (SM)
4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass (SM)
5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass
Sunday, January 1st, The Holy Mother of God
NO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (SH & SM)
8:00 a.m. Mass (SM)
10:00 a.m. Mass (SH)
12:00 p.m. Mass (SH)
Tuesday, January 3rd
6:00 p.m. Parish Finance Council Meeting (SH Rectory)
Wednesday, January 4th
10:00 a.m. until 1:45 p.m. Sacred Heart Food Pantry (SH)
3:00 p.m. Pro-Life Rosary in the Church (SH)
Thursday, January 5th
9:30 a.m. Communion Calls begin
1st Friday, January 6th
7:45 & 11:30 a.m. Mass (SH)
7:15 & 10:45 Confession (SH)
8:20 a.m. & 11:20 a.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (SH)
1st Saturday, January 7th
12:30 p.m. Confessions (SH)
3:00 p.m. Confessions (SM)
3:15 p.m. First Saturday Fatima Devotion (SM)
4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass (SM)
5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass
Sunday, January 8th, The Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 a.m. Mass (SM)
9:00 a.m. K-10 Religious Education Class (SM)
10:00 a.m. Mass (SH)
11:00 a.m. PreK—9, 11 Religious Education Class (SH)
12:00 Noon until 2:00 p.m. 10th Grade Confirmation Session (SH)
12:00 p.m. Mass (SH)
Please join in praying for the Priests of our Diocese

This week we are praying for
Reverend Aron Maghsoudi of Queen of the Angles in Central City
PRAYER FOR PRIESTS by Pope Pius XII
O Jesus, you are the eternal High Priest, the Good Shepherd, the
Source of life. Through the singular generosity of Your most sensitive
heart, You have given us our priests for the purpose of fulfilling in us
that plan of sanctification which Your grace inspires in our hearts. We
beg You come to their aid with Your merciful assistance.
O Jesus, may they possess faith which energizes their actions, Hope
which is unshakable in trials, And charity which permeates their endeavors. Through their constant meditation, may your word, Which is
an outpouring of eternal wisdom, Become the everlasting nourishment
of their interior life; And may their conduct and suffering reflect the
example of Your life and Passion, So as to serve for our instruction,
and as a beacon of consolation in our sorrows.
O Lord, grant that our priests be detached from all worldly interests,
and labor only for Your glory. With a pure conscience may they persevere in their duties faithfully until their dying breath. And when death
has claimed their bodies, and they place back into Your hands the account of their faithful stewardship, May they enjoy in You, Lord Jesus,
their divine teacher on earth, the everlasting reward of the crown of
justice in the splendor of the Saints.
Amen

